Pure Grow Wool™ Project
“Pure Grow Wool™” Standards—An Interim Step to Full Organic Certification

Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of the Pure Grow WoolTM Project is to secure local sources of high quality, certified organically grown wool for natural bedroom products.  To achieve this, the Project is committed to creating a long-term deep relationship with woolgrowers to nurture the industry.  The program is designed to enable woolgrowers to make the transition to full organic production over time.  The standards will be reviewed and revised as the program evolves.
Specifically, the Project will support woolgrowers by:

~Purchasing local wool that meets high standards (the purity of the wool must be free of extraneous matter and chemical contaminants.  The Project looks at the health of the animals and the ecosystem).  

~Helping local woolgrowers to organize themselves to be a source of local wool

~Formulating a wool certification standard that moves toward organic wool certification

~Undertaking a marketing campaign to create demand for Sonoma County wool

The “Pure Grow Wool™” Standards: An Overview

The project rewards woolgrowers for practices that contribute to the purity of the wool.  Taking into consideration that the animal grows a new clip of wool yearly, these standards specify practices that must be in effect only for the full year during which the wool is growing.

Standard for “Pure Grow Wool™” Produced Wool Fibers

1. The livestock standards emphasize reduction of the use of toxic substances that might contaminate the wool, stress reduction, and good nutrition to maximize animal health.  The Project’s livestock production guidelines require the active prevention of disease through nutrition, positive management of living conditions, and the humane treatment of all animals.  It cannot be overemphasized that it is not acceptable to simply eliminate the use of synthetic materials and manage by “benign neglect”.  This approach can lead to exhaustion of land resources, poor quality wool, unthrifty livestock and ultimate operation failure.  Livestock producers in the Project must never deny treatment to an animal so that its products may be labeled “Pure Grow Wool™”.


1. Grazing and Pasture Management  All animals must be pasture-grazed and supplemented as needed to meet nutritional needs of the animal and to prevent overgrazing of the pasture.  Pasture management programs must be designed to both maximize forage production and minimize weed infestations with minimal use of herbicides.  

